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companies), an attack made by very superior forces
(the several brigades of Garibaldi).

Thus, again, the advance guard of the Prussian
Guard, on August 18th, moves rapidly on Saint-Ail, then
attacks Ste Marie-aux-Chenes. So doing, it occupies
and conquers a number of " points d'appui *' which
ensure the possession of the ground needed by the main
body.

What is the ground so needed? What is the space
necessary to the main body ?

The ground on which to assemble and take one's
forces in hand must obviously be protected; at the
same time it is also necessary to prepare the setting of
these forces into action. Therefore protection must
at least extend, so far as the width of the front is con-
cerned, over the space necessary for the main body to
deploy. The ground to be occupied by any advance
guard may therefore at a maximum be equal to that
front of deployment.

A divisional advance guard consisting of one regiment
may thus have to extend itself over 1500, 1800, 2000
yards, or even over the whole space needed by the
division. The regiment can do so without risk, by
utilising ground under the conditions described above.

This does not clash with the limits to a width of
front as they are prescribed by the regulations. For
the advance guard has not to fight* that is, to accomplish
the act of force designed to upset the adversary; It
has not therefore to take up any formation of combat,

Its aim is very different: it consists in reconnoitring
the enemy, and holding against him only over a certain
limited space, during a certain limited time.

When we come to study battle, we shall see what
fronts ought to be given to the troops in order to attain
the result desired, that is, the overthrow of the adver-
sary. The result we aim at in our present study of the
role of an advance guard is quite other, and it determines
the means we should employ. The fronts of combat
prescribed by regulation do not concern the deployment
of an advance guard battalion, any more than they do
the dispositions taken by that battalion when it is
dispersed on outposts. (See on a later page the
deployment of Marshal Lannes's advance guard at
Saalfdd.)